University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-14-1992

Cuba: Canadian National Arrested For Carrying
Anti-government Propaganda From U.S. Exile
Organization
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Cuba: Canadian National Arrested For Carrying Anti-government Propaganda From U.S. Exile Organization."
(1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/9696

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 060561
ISSN: 1060-4189

Cuba: Canadian National Arrested For Carrying Antigovernment Propaganda From U.S. Exile Organization
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, July 14, 1992
On June 25, Hector Argiles, director of the Cuban Foreign Ministry's international press center, told
reporters that Canadian national Jean-Guy Trepanier had been arrested on charges of collaborating
with Cuban exiles opposed to the island's government. Argiles said Trepanier was found in
possession of videocassettes and other anti-government material from Miami. According to Argiles,
Trepanier, a free-lance assistant producer at Tele-Metropole in Montreal, entered Cuba on June
20 through the beach resort of Varadero on a tourist visa. Trepanier was detained June 24 as he
made contact with "counterrevolutionary" groups, carrying instructions from right-wing Cuban
exile groups to organize anti-government demonstrations on the island. Argiles said Trepanier
was also found to be carrying a videotape of instructions from Jorge Mas Canosa, president of
the US-based Cuban-American National Foundation. He added that Trepanier was planning to
film an anti-government demonstration and then use it to mount a "propaganda show" abroad.
Trepanier was released Saturday, June 27, and returned to Montreal. On the following Monday,
he admitted that he carried materials sent by Miami exile groups to dissidents in Cuba, including
a videotape featuring Mas Canosa. Trepanier said he received the materials from Luis Zuniga, the
Miami representative of the Cuban Democratic Coalition, a dissident organization, but was not told
beforehand of the Mas tape. Zuniga, who also handles human rights matters for the Foundation,
admitted in Miami Monday mailing the package of goods to Trepanier for transport to Cuba. Other
items included tape recorders, ballpoint pens, and Coalition stationary. Trepanier said he agreed
to take the materials because "I wanted to help those people, not for money." He said he received
$1,000 for travel and lodging expenses. At a news conference July 2 in Miami, Mas Canosa said the
Foundation will continue to courier videotapes to Cuba with tourists. According to Mas Canosa,
"We are helping our brothers survive the struggle for human rights in Cuba and this is a peaceful
approach." The videocassette, said Mas Canosa, contained information about the Foundation, its
goal of toppling Fidel Castro and his brother Raul through international political pressure. He added
that the Foundation has been shipping similar videotapes to Cuba for a long time without detection.
(Sources: Associated Press, Reuter, Notimex, 06/25/92; Miami Herald, 06/30/92; Associated Press,
06/25/92, 07/02/92)
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